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A study in stewardship:
S m a ll r o u n d - le a fe d o r c h is

(Amerorchis rotundifolia)

W ood lan d Bog
On a hot and muggy July day, three dedicated souls crossed a
beaver-dammed brook, threaded their way through a cedar
swamp, and skirted muck-disguised sink holes, all in the service of steward
ship of Woodland Bog. Their immediate goal was to check up on
several populations of small round-leafed orchis ( A m e r o r c h i s
r o t u n d i f o l i a ) that had been counted and marked the previous year.
This small and delicate orchid is found in the deep cool shade of
northern white cedar swamps at only three sites in Maine. Although
it is more common to the north, it is rare wherever it occurs
in the United States and remarkably little is known of its life
history. While a dozen plants had disappeared, this year’s inventory
turned up over 40 new plants in the two marked sample plots. The
monitors were also able to confirm at least one previously uncertain
aspect of its biology: individuals of this orchid do live long enough
to flower in consecutive years.
Adding to the excitement of the investigation was the discovery of
a small population of an even more obscure orchid, of which only a
handful of individuals are known in the state. Like the round-leafed
orchis, white adder’s mouth ( M a l a x i s m o n o p h y l l o u s var. b r a c h y p o d a ) is a
northern plant. In the arctic it grows in open wet meadows, but in our
region finds suitable conditions only in cool, moist and calcareous cedar bogs.
to p a g e
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WOODLAND BOG

fro m p a g e o n e

A special natural community
These discoveries were not altogether
unexpected since Woodland Bog is already
known for eight other rare plant species.
However, what makes the bog so special is
not just a random occurrence of a few
plants that happen to be at the edge of their
range here. It is the environment, the
habitat itself, that is special and generates a
whole assemblage of plants and animals
specific to that habitat.
This area of Aroostook County is under
lain by metamorphosed limestone, cal
careous sandstone and shale. Its soils are
derived from calcareous glacial till. In
Woodland Bog, the groundwater flows
through these calcium-rich rocks, surfaces
in springs and seeps, and collects in a small
narrow basin, creating a calcareous fen. A
fen, as distinct from a bog, is a naturally
open peatland influenced by groundwater
discharge. Calcareous fen communities
and their associated plant species are found
in less than a half dozen locations in the
state (including a portion of Crystal Bog).
At Woodland Bog, the fen is a sedge
lawn of less than 10 acres. It is sprinkled
with grass of parnassus, brook lobelia and
cottongrass, punctuated by hummocks of
larch, cedar and black spruce, and dotted
with potentially treacherous sink holes. It
lies like an open eye in the midst of a dense
dark cedar forest.
This type of cedar forest represents a
closely related yet distinct natural com
munity technically known as a calcareous
seepage s w a m p , not fen. Because of their
characteristically cool soils, such areas
classically serve as refugia for rare northern
species such as the orchis and adder’s mouth.

What else could threaten the preserve?
We really do not know what determines
the flow and chemistry of the water on
which this natural community depends.
The bed of an abandoned railroad cuts
through the preserve. In recent years bea
vers have dammed the stream that flows
along the railroad bed, flooding part of the
cedar swamp. Will the water level continue
to rise? Could harmful chemicals be leak
ing from a dump of old tires and aban
doned cars on the upland to the north of
the preserve? How many people can safely
visit the preserve, and how often, without
damaging the fragile saturated fen mat?

Expanding protection
After identifying such potential threats,
the next step is to determine resultant
needs and implement plans to meet those
needs. In the case of Woodland Bog, the
first requirement is to protect as much as
possible of the cedar swamp.
In 1983, The Nature Conservancy
acquired all of the open fen and 10 0 asso
ciated acres from a neighboring landowner.
But ecological boundaries rarely mirror
real estate boundaries precisely. A signifi
cant portion of both orchis and swamp
valerian populations spilled over the south
ern boundary of the preserve. Additional
protection was needed. In spite of the fact
that much of it was cut over, TNC set out
to acquire the lot to the south.
Recently the acquisition of approxi
mately 75 acres of this lot has been com
pleted. Hundreds of orchis still survive
under the cedar trees left standing. This
acquisition is another major step in the
plans for the protection of Woodland Bog
outlined four years ago in our original
preserve design.

An ongoing process
Beyond protection by acquisition comes
the ongoing responsibility to monitor the
health of the natural community. This
starts with careful inventories and maps of
all the components of the community.
Monitoring populations of a few partic
ularly characteristic indicator species, as
well as water quality and level, may help
alert us to changes or potential problems
and suggest appropriate management steps.
Preserve stewardship links research, plan
ning and management activities in a con
tinually evolving process.
Long before negotiations for acquisition
are initiated, the process begins with the
discovery of a rare natural community and
completion of a preliminary preserve design.
But the effort to better understand the eco
system and communities that we are trying
to preserve and find ways to ensure their
protection continues long after the acqui
sition of the first lot and the birth of a new
TNC preserve.
by B a r b a r a V ic k e r y

Defining threats and needs
Clearly, the focus of stewardship of
Woodland Bog must be the natural com
munity itself, not just individual rare spe
cies. The first step in all stewardship
planning is to define and anticipate the
threats, both imminent and potential.
What might threaten such inaccessible and
apparently commercially useless property?
In fact, the cedar swamp to the south of
W oodland Bog Preserve was recently
clear-cut. The harvesting of cedar came
within five yards of one of the largest
stands of round-leaved orchis in Maine.

W h it e a d d e r ’s m o u th

(Malaxis monophyllous v a r. brachypoda)
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N e w research ca ta lo g a v a ila b le

A . T h e y are all topics in clu d e d
in th e M ain e C h a p te r ’s new
research catalog.
Since its founding in 1956, the M aine
C h ap ter has encouraged nonm anipulative
scientific research on its preserves. K now 
ledge gained through this research greatly
enhances the C h a p te r’s ability to p ro tect
and manage its lands.
Research projects frequently are initiated
an d su p p o rted by universities, governm ent
agencies o r private organizations. For ex
am ple, the U niversity o f M aine a tO r o n o ’s
Bald Eagle P roject has studied bald eagles
w intering in C obscook Bay and the M aine
Sea G ran t Program has published a guide
b o o k to geologic and beach features o f the
Rachel C arson Salt P ond Preserve.
T he C hapter funds studies w hich fulfill
its specific research needs. T he T N C Small
G ran ts Program is designed to encourage
the study o f subjects w hich are n o t well u n 
d ersto o d , such as hydrology o f fens o r dis
trib u tio n o f rare freshw ater m ollusks. Each
project is either directly associated with a
preserve o r provides m anagem ent inform a
tio n about rare o r threatened species.
T h e 16-page catalog is organized alpha
betically by preserve and contains approxi
m ately 65 e n trie s fo r 25 d iffe re n t p re 
serves.
T he new catalog m akes it m uch easier
for th e C h a p te r’s scientific staff to deal
w ith the growing body o f research and also
m akes the research accessible to others. If
you w ould like a copy, please call o r w rite
th e C hapter office (P .O . Box 338, 122
M ain S tre e t, T o p s h a m , M aine 0 4 0 8 6 ;
7 2 9 -5 1 8 1 ). W h en requesting m ore than
o ne copy, please send 50 cents for each
additional catalog to cover th e cost o f
postage and handling.
F o r exam p le
Population Status of A rctic, C om m on
and Roseate Terns in the G ulf of Maine
(M.Drennan, D.Folger; 22pp; 1984) A census
of terns on five downeast outer islands with
detailed observations of populations and repro
ductive success.

Studies into the P op u lation Biology of
the Furbish Lousew ort
(E.Menges, S.Gawler, D.Waler; 37pp; 1984)
The first-year report of a multi-year demo
graphic and habitat study.

A Feasibility Study of R eintroducing
H and-reared H arb or Seal Pups into
W ild Herds
(N.Gunnlaugsson, R.Snow, C.Straka, K.Van
Dine, T.Bodge, J.Logan; 69pp; 1979) Observa
tions of wild herds at Indian Point - Blagden
Preserve helped determine the best way to rein
troduce hand-raised seal pups.

A n Island M uskrat Population Estab
lished on U p lan d H abitat
(G.Clough; 38pp; 1980) Describes how musk
rats on Damariscove Island have adapted to
an upland environment.

A B rief History of Damariscove Island
(C.Griffith; 17pp.) The history of Damaris
cove Island from the time of Native American
habitation to the late 1800s.

A n Intertidal Survey of M arine Fauna
of G reat W ass Island, M aine
(L.Doggett; 44pp; 1979.) An inventory and
characterization of the marine invertebrate fauna.

O iane Z ie g ne r p hoto

Q . W h a t d o n e stin g se ab ird s on
coastal islands, fu n g i o f C rystal
Bog and cam pers on B ig G arden
Islan d h ave in com m on?

Down East Mice
(K.Crowell; 4pp; 1975) Red-backed vole(CIethrionomys gapperi) and deer mouse (Peromyscus
manicuiatus) were studied to find out why they
are not found on small coastal islands.

R eproductive Biology of L au ren tian
P rim ro s e ( P r i m u l a l a u r e n t i a n a ) in
Maine
(C.S.Campbell, N.C.Famous, M.G.Zuck; 17pp;
1983) Pollination of Laurentian primrose is re
searched and discussed.

The Damariscove Island fog collector. A small
fan (run by a portable generator) concentrates
fog on a set o f metal rods. Water condenses on
the rods and accumulates in a small vial at the
base o f the collector. The sample is then
analyzed for acidity.

A cid fog analyzed

L a u r e n tia n p rim ro se

(Prim ula laurentiana)

T o learn m ore
A lthoug h o u r catalog is lim ited to re
search su p p o rted by T N C o r conducted on
our preserves, there is a com prehensive list
ing o f M aine research. T h e M aine Index o f
N atural Resources is a co m p u ter index o f
research conducted in th e state. Included
are topics ranging from forestry and biology
to agriculture and land use.
O u r entire research catalog has been inte
grated in to th e M aine Index o f N atural R e
sources. T h e Index has copies o n m icro
film o f all research rep o rts. F or m ore
inform ation contact Jo h n W . Boynton at
the M aine State Library (2 8 9 -2 9 5 6 ).

T his year th e M aine C h ap ter is assisting
th e U niversity o f M aine at O ro n o in its
acid rain research. D r. R ichard Jagels,
A ssistant P rofessor o f F orest Biology, is
leading a stu d y w hich will com pare pH
levels o f fog occurring on coastal islands to
those present at higher elevations. C loudw ater collectors are located on four coastal
islands including D am ariscove Island.
T h e C h ap ter has p rovided funding for
th e D am ariscove Island collector. T he is
lan d ’s caretakers, trained by U M O re
searchers, are m onitoring collection during
each fog and rain event.

G re a t D u ck Island
R esearchers w orking o n G reat D uck
Island have confirm ed th a t th e island’s
colony o f black guillem ots is th e state’s
largest. V ery few eider nests have been
found, raising suspicions th at a p redator
may be on th e island.
Substantial populations o f blinks (M onda
la m p r o s p e r m a ) also have been discovered.
Blinks, a rare arctic p lan t w hich form s
th ick m ats in cold seeps, grows anew from
seed each year and can be elusive. It was
last reco rd ed o n G reat D uck in 1879.
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Damariscove Island cabin
The caretakers of Damariscove Island
have a new and much-needed home. The
old cabin was decrepit and small; the new
one is sturdy, weather-tight and tall enough
to accommodate a sleeping lofs
Damariscove’s fine harbor and its prox
imity to Boothbay Harbor make the island
a popular destination. Over 3,000 people
visit the island each year. The caretakers
are on the island during June, July and
August — explaining island ecology to visi
tors, conducting scientific research, and
generally watching over the preserve.

W e have been able to focus on just a few of
the volunteers who are so important to the
Stewardship Program. Over 3 0 0 people watch
over the Chapter’s preserves, easements and
transferred lands. Others work on special
projects — from creating trails to organizing
photographs — or simply let it be known, " If
you need m s , we’ll help."
They all deserve our special thanks and a
rousing round of applause.
V o lu n te e r c o n tra c to r P a u l D u n n

Thanks are due to the following for their
generous contributions:
• The McEvoy Foundation made a grant
of $2,500 to be used for the cabin and
other caretaking expenses. This is the
second grant for Damariscove received
from the foundation, which gave $2,300 in
1983.
• Robert Stewart of Cumberland Fore
side donated $1,500 toward construction
costs of the cabin.
• Brunswick Coal and Lumber Com
pany offered a generous 2 0 percent dis
count off the cost of lumber and supplies.
This gift qualified the company for cor
porate membership.
• Candy and Don McKellar donated
plywood and two-by-fours; Peter and
Linda Flynn contributed a welcome archi
tectural addition: a picture window.
...and special thanks also to the all-volun
teer building crew:
• Paul Dunn of Pownal served as archi
tect, general contractor and expert car
penter for the project. He put in a great
deal of time planning and organizing, then
sailed out to the island with his wife Lisse
and infant son Ian to build the cabin.
• Dan Kaler and Dan Stephens, both
lobstermen from Boothbay, provided trans
portation. Dan Kaler, Brad Case and a (va
cationing) friend performed the superhu
man feat of moving roughly 3,000 pounds
of lumber out to the island from Boothbay
Harbor.
• A dozen skilled and would-be carpen
ters provided willing labor and ample en
thusiasm.
4 — Maine Chapter News, August 1985
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T h e fin is h e d c a b in .

T h e c a b in b eg in s to t a k e s h a p e .

Great Wass Island
first-ever trail day

G r e a t W a s s I s la n d b o a r d w a l k

in p ro g ress

A dozen volunteers and part-time care
taker John Beal spent one fine June day on
Great Wass Island attending to some im
portant trail improvement work. They
constructed a 30-foot boardwalk over a
boggy section of the Cape Point trail —
after having carried the heavy cedar posts
over a mile to the site. Those not involved
in the building project clipped and cleared
brush along the trails.
Glenn Hines from Houlton served as
chief engineer and carpenter. Lunch was
provided by Chuck Richards, Eleanor Hall
and Barbara Beal. Local store owner Rich
ard Carver supplied free sodas to the
thirsty crew.

R uth A nn H ill p ho to

W ard and
T h e lm a
M in e r

"W e enjoy our relationship with
TN C enormously and having a
sense of the islands is important to
us."
Thelma Miner
Bradbury Island Preserve
Harborside
Ward and Thelma Miner, both retired
professors of literature, have been coming
to Harborside since 1954. In 1976 they
moved to Maine permanently and have
been preserve stewards for six years.
Bradbury Island is within sight of their
house. "[The] island is different from
some preserves,” states Ward. Its poor
anchorages, steeply eroded shoreline and
thick undergrowth discourage visitors.
The Miners are primarily concerned about
fire, and as Thelma says, "We just sit here
and watch.”
They own a 26-foot boat and enjoy
cruising along the coast. Each year, they
make several trips to Bradbury Island and
also check on a number of island ease
ments.
"W e heartily approve of what TNC is
doing. It is essential that we save the fragile
portions of our world,” affirms Thelma.

M a r ily n
S aw yer

"I have a love for the place and
always have. I would hate to see it
ruined."
Marilyn Sawyer
Rachel Carson Salt Pond Preserve
Chamberlain
Marilyn Sawyer grew up in New Harbor
and has been coming to the Salt Pond since
she was a little girl. She became a preserve
manager in 1979, but had done many "little
things” for the preserve before then. She
and her husband Ellery, also a preserve

manager, rent cottages during the summer.
The Sawyers’ house overlooks the pre
serve. She estimates that she sees a quarter
of all the many visitors who come to the
Salt Pond to explore, picnic, swim and
enjoy the view. Her most persistent prob
lem is people who insist upon taking a little
of the Rachel Carson preserve home with
them — beach stones, sand, trees and
flowers. She relates that she frequently has
to go and "have a little talk” with these
people; remaining calm while explaining
why boxfuls of rocks destined for souvenir
paperweights should not be taken from a
Nature Conservancy preserve.
"The public needs to be educated a little
bit about Conservancy preserves,” she be
lieves. She feels that her job as a preserve
steward would be much easier and more en
joyable if more people understood one
simple idea: "Leave everything as is.”

nal trails built by Chewonki Foundation
students. She keeps track of visitors and
once had to rescue a gentleman who stayed
too long. "He stayed until dusk, could no
longer see the blue trail markings and be
came confused,” she later recalled.
Whenever she feels stressed, she likes to
go for a walk through the preserve. "It’s so
calming ... I like to listen to the s ile n c e s .
Silences include sounds ... the wind in the
pine trees ... It’s a very refreshing place to
be.”
For Margaretta Thurlow, taking care of
Fernald’s Neck is, as she puts it, a labor of
love.

F lo r a
K r in s k y

M a rg a retta
T h u r lo w

"I have a great feeling for ancestral
lands. I like to walk on the preserve
and think 'Maybe my mother stood
here.'"
Margaretta Thurlow
Fernald’s Neck Preserve
Lincolnville
Margaretta Thurlow was born on a farm
next to Fernald’s Neck in Lincolnville. She
worked for the W. Atlee Burpee Company
for many years raising hybrid tomatoes,
including the popular cultivar, B ig B o y .
After her retirement she returned to live in
the family home.
Nearly ten years ago Margaretta joined a
group of local citizens who wanted to see
Fernald’s Neck protected from develop
ment. The land was purchased by the Con
servancy, and she became an active member
of the preserve stewardship committee. In
1979 she donated 30 acres to the preserve
in memory of her mother, Hattie Lamb Fernald.
Margaretta and fellow committee mem
ber Ann Davidson maintain the preserve’s
trails — repainting blazes, removing dead
limbs, and occasionally adding to the origi

"W e care about the land and feel
privileged to be here ... next to a
tract that will be forever wild. One
feels very rich.”
Flora Krinsky
Deer Isle preserves
Stonington
Flora Krinsky and her husband Henry
summered for many yea.s at Crockett
Cove on Deer Isle. Nine years ago they re
tired from the bookselling business and
came to live year-round at the cove.
Emily Muir, who donated Crockett Cove
to TNC and was its first preserve com
mittee chairman, asked Flora to join the
committee. She did, and has been chair
man for the past seven years.
The Krinskys check on several Conser
vancy preserves: Crockett Cove, and
Barred, Wreck and Round islands. "I’m
the chairman and he (Henry) does all the
work,” declares Flora.
A new hiking trail for Crockett Cove has
been their most recent project. The trail is
over a mile long and connects the two ends
of the preserve. It is nearly finished and a
grand opening celebration is planned. Like
many projects on the preserves, Flora says,
the trail was created by a handful of people
who took pleasure in doing it.
Summarizes Flora, "W e’re appreciative
of an organization which protects for fu
ture generations. [Our work and interest]
in the land is not only altruism — it’s great
fun.”
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heritage________________
by John Albright, heritage program director

On the turtle front

T h om as A rter p hoto

Blanding’s turtle (Emydoidea blandingii)
has been of particular interest to the Heri
tage Program this year. Our research on
this animal also serves as a good example of
how the Heritage process works.
We know relatively little about the distri
bution and abundance of Maine’s reptiles
and amphibians. (See the April 1985 issue
of Maine Chapter News.) Based on the
limited information available, the Bland
ing’s turtle was considered one of the rarest
in the state.

A field trip participant and a Blanding’s turtle
consider one another.

We needed to verify the rarity of Bland
ing’s turtle. We did this by looking at his
torical and cu rren t inform ation, then
searching in places where the turtle had
been seen or which were suitable habitats.
Many people helped in the search. Over
100 volunteers assisting the Maine Am
phibian and Reptile Atlas Project reported
their sightings. A field trip, co-sponsored
by the Maine Chapter, went to some likely
turtle ponds. A professional turtle trapper
was hired by TNC’s Small Grants Program
and two independent fieldworkers joined
in the hunt.
In the spring of 1984 we knew of only
three historical records (from 10 to 30
6 — M aine C hapter News, August 1985
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years old) for Blanding’s turtle. By spread
ing the word and getting out to search for
the turtle, we now have verified — just one
year later — records for seven different
locations.
What does this new information mean?
It means that Blanding’s turtle certainly
can be considered uncommon, but is not
on the verge of extinction. We are learning
more about how the turtle lives and what it
needs to survive, and will be better able to
ensure that it need not suffer the distinc
tion of becoming a certifiable rarity.

G ifts in m em ory o f th e follow ing
individuals have been received by the
Maine Chapter:
Arthur Kellam
Conrad Lindermann
Samuel F. Morse
We appreciate this memorial support
and extend our sympathies to their families
and friends.

And more

N e w corporate m em bers

The story doesn’t end with the turtle.
Heritage staff, Nature Conservancy mem
bers and volunteers are proving to be
experts at finding natural gems.
Two new sites for the small whorled
pogonia (Isotria medeoloides), a plant on the
federal endangered species list, have been
found. Also, we have located two more
stands of ginseng (Panax quinquefolia).
This plant grows under hardwoods, and is
especially vulnerable to extirpation as the
trees are removed for saw timber and fire
wood. Another exciting find was two stands
of a rare sedge (C.arex polymorpha) which
were rediscovered after a presumed absence
from Maine of over 75 years. It is now
known at only 10 sites worldwide.

We are pleased to have received support
from the following companies and welcome
them as corporate members of the Maine
Chapter.
Anonymous*
Brunswick Coal and Lumber
Bubble-up Car Wash
Deck The Walls
Equinox Schooners
Kittery Trading Post
*renewal

A cooperative effort
By itself, the Heritage Program could not
accomplish so much. What the program
can do very effectively is act as catalyst and
clearinghouse, generating and coordinating
information from the growing circle of
amateur and professional naturalists in
Maine. W e can then use these sightings of
new populations — or lack of sightings of
historic populations — to discover which
animals and plants are truly rare and in
need of protection.

(Isotrea medeoloides)

.......... . .

M em orial gifts
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in the news
B u tle r P reserve ad d itio n
Continuing their history o f generosity
and concern for the land, Mr. and Mrs. G.
Robert Butler and Miss Dorothy Jane But
ler have made an additional gift toward the
12-acre Butler Preserve in Kennebunk.
The preserve was established in 1972
and protects over one-half mile o f frontage
along the Kennebunk River. The Butlers
have been donating the property in sections,
and hope to com plete the transactions
within the next few years.

1985 aerial survey o f nesting bald eagles
are in.
Eighty-four nests were found statewide;
54 o f these were on the coast. Eleven o f the
coastal nests were on lands protected by
The Nature Conservancy.
This year appears to have been a good
one for the eagles. A total o f 72 young were
produced throughout the state.

M ill C ove P reserv e tran sferred
Mill C ove Preserve was recently trans
ferred to the city o f South Portland. The
preserve, a small, undeveloped upland lot
and 27 acres o f mudflats, was donated to
the Maine Chapter in 1968 by the late Dr.
and Mrs. Robert Albion.
The A lbions’ care and concerned action
have allowed this bit o f natural habitat
to persist in the midst o f progressive urban
development. T N C ’s deed o f transfer in
cludes restrictions which will ensure that
the property remains an unspoiled sanc
tuary for wildlife.
A plaque will be erected recognizing the
role o f the donors and the Maine Chapter
in the protection o f Mill Cove and dedi
cating the preserve to Mrs. A lbion’s par
ents, Jennie Barnes and Norton Quincy
Pope.
The city o f South Portland plans to
create a greenbelt park on its 16-foot rightof-way which borders the upland part o f
the preserve. A proposed shoreline walk
way will end at the park. The park and walk
way are part o f the city’s revitalization
project.
W ith its acceptance o f Mill Cove Pre
serve, the city has assumed maintenance
and stewardship responsibilities. Preserve
neighbor and longtime resident Joseph M.
Fortin, who has served as local volunteer
steward for many years, will continue to
monitor the transferred property for the
Conservancy.
Otherwise, the area will remain as it is: a
haven for great blue herons, snowy egrets
and song birds.

E agle u p d ate
The results o f the University o f Maine’s

Bill Townsend
Sp ace sh u ttle v o lu n te er
C ongratulations are due stew ardship
volunteer BillTow nsend o f Bar Harbor on
his nomination as one o f Maine’s two can
didates for "First Teacher in Space.”
Although Bill, a biology teacher at Sum
ner High School, was not chosen, he and
over 100 other potential space shuttle as
tronauts attended a week o f workshops
and interviews conducted by N A SA in
W ashington, D.C. "I know now as much
about the space shuttle as anyone except
the astronauts,” he said. The candidates
were designated official teaching represen
tatives o f N A SA and were given material
to use in workshops in their home states.
The teachers will be able to watch the
teacher-in-space flight from N A SA ’s Mis
sion Control Headquarters in Houston, or
from Cape Canaveral in Florida if arrange
ments can be made.

Ja sp e r B each d ead lin e n ears
Jasper Beach extends nearly one-half
m ile around Howard’s C ove in Machias
port. It is a gravel barrier spit which fronts
on a tidal inlet — one o f only three such
beaches in Maine. The state has registered
it as a Critical Area.

The town o f Machiasport began its
effort to acquire and protect access to the
beach over two years ago. Federal and state
matching grants were arranged, leaving the
town with the challenge o f raising $ 2 0,000.
Over 20 years ago the Maine Chapter
identified Jasper Beach as one o f 22 sig
nificant natural areas worthy o f protec
tion. In 1983 the Chapter helped Machias
port acquire 11 acres o f shorefront land
elsewhere in the town. This gift o f property
provided additional access to the shore and
qualified the town for a federal matching
grant toward Jasper Beach.
The fund-raising drive is now in pro
gress. The tow n’s option to purchase the
Jasper Beach p ro p erty w ill ex p ire on
September 1.
Tax-deductible contributions may be
sent directly to: Machiasport Jasper Beach
Fund, c / o Machias Savings Bank, Center
Street, Machias, Maine 04654.
For more information, please contact
the Machiasport Conservation Commission,
Machiasport, Maine 04655.

F all fie ld trip s still op en
There is still time to register for fall field
trips. Please consult the field trip listings in
the April issue or call the Chapter office
for more information.
13. Great W ass Island Archipelago boat
trip (Jonesport)
Saturday, August 31; 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost: $30 member, $35 nonmember

14. D ow neast seabird and w halew atch
boat trip (Northeast Harbor)
Saturday, September 7; 8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Cost: $30 member, $35 nonmember

16. Step Falls Preserve (Newry)
Sunday, September 29; 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost: $4 member, $6 nonmember

Jo b o p en in g:
M ain e C h ap te r
E x ecu tiv e D irector
For information about the posi
tion, application deadline, etc.,
please contact the Chapter office
atP.O. Box 3 3 8 ,1 2 2 Main Street,
Topsham, Maine 04086.
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the director’s corner______
by John w. Jensen, executive director

It is with very mixed feelings that I have
accepted the position of Vice PresidentDevelopment Director of the Conser
vancy’s national office. I have accepted this
position as of August 17 and will be
moving to Virginia shortly.
After seven years as the Maine Chapter’s
Executive Director, I will miss Maine and
all it means to me. Having been brought up
here, it is still harder to make the move.
It has been a rich and very rewarding ex
perience. The work of a very competent
and success-oriented staff has allowed the
Chapter to grow. Of perhaps greater impor
tance is the increasing impact the Chapter’s
Board of Trustees has had in directing and
overseeing the Conservancy’s work in
Maine. The Board is becoming especially
important in fund raising and in making
key landowner contacts.

I will miss working here in Maine and
pa -ticularly the role I have been able to
play in working with helpful landowners to
protect Maine’s outstanding natural her
itage. Hopefully, in my new role, I will be
able to provide even more help, both to
Maine and elsewhere.
Equally important (at least from a per
sonal perspective), 1 fully expect that after
a comparatively short period at the na
tional office I will undoubtably return to
Maine in a way which will allow me to help
further the Conservancy’s work.
I would like to thank all of those who
have worked with me and helped to make
my time with the Maine Chapter a period
of real growth and achievement.

L east
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T erns return
to Seaw all Beach
1984 was an exceptionally good year for
least terns nesting on Seawall Beach. By the
end of June of that year, a total of 40 pairs
had used the beach, making it the largest
tern colony in the state.
This year’s colony had an equally promis
ing start. The first birds began nesting by
June 2, and by mid-June 44 nests were
active.
Unfortunately, most of the colony was
then destroyed by a predator (now known
to be a fox). Predation had not been a prob
lem at Seawall in the past, but this year
most of the eggs disappeared almost
overnight.
Researchers from Maine Audubon’s
Least Tern Project, who had previously
erected signs and fences designed to keep
humans away, now erected electric fences
designed to keep the predator away.
The birds soon began to court again and
re-nesting began by June 22. They moved
away from the dunes and out into the open
sand. As many as 44 new nests have been
seen. Despite the fences, predation still
continues, a few eggs at a time. The birds
show their tenacity by continuing to court.
Chicks from the second nesting hatched
near the end of July. These late arrivals
must learn to fly and feed themselves, a pro
cess that normally takes up to seven weeks,
before summer ends and the birds migrate
to the south Atlantic.
The predation problem at Seawall points
out some of the difficulties inherent in
protecting an endangered species from all
hazards. The birds are adaptable — they
move and re-nest — but each additional
stress reduces the birds’ chances of repro
ductive success and survival.
Least terns will undoubtably return to
Seawall next year to try again. And their
human protectors, having learned from
this year’s problems, will try to prevent the
predation from happening again.
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